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the Ages
A Story of the Builders

of Democracy
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ABE THE FIGHTER

Synopsis Samson and Sarah
Traylor with their two children
Joslah and Betsey travel by wagon
In the summer of 1831 from their
home In Vergennes Vt to the
West the land of plenty Their
ifoatlnatlon Is the Country of the
Sangamon In Illinois At Niagara
Falls they meet a party of lrnml- -

rants among them a youth namedfohn McNeil who also decides to go
to the Sangamon country All of
the party suffer from fever and
ague Sarahs ministrations save
the life of a youth Harry Needles
In the last stages of fever and he
accompanies the Traylor They
reach New Salem Illinois and are
welcomed by young Abe Lincoln
The Traylors are Introduced to
everyone and decide to settle at
New Salem Among their first ac¬
quaintances are Jack Kelso and his
pretty sixteen-year-ol- d daughter
film Samson and Abe cut timber
for the Traylor cabin John McNeil
arrives

CHAPTER IV Continued

The logs for the new houso wero
ready two dnys after the cutting be-

gan
¬

Martin Wnddcll and Samuel Hill
sent tennis to haul them John Cam-
eron

¬

and Peter Luklns had brought
the window sash and some clapboards
from Deardstown In a small fiatboat
fThen camo the day of the raising a
clear warm day early In September
AH the men from the village and the
pear farms gathered to help mafce a
liome for the newcomers Samson
prid Jack Kelso went out for a hunt
nfter the cutting nnd brought In a
Sat buck nnd many grouse for the bee
dinner to which every woman of the
neighborhood mado n contribution of
cako or pto or cookies or doughnuts

What will be my part Samson
ihad Inquired of Kelso

Nothing but a jug of whisky and a
Ug 1UU

hhuarm an
They notched nnd bored tho logs

nd mndo pins to bind them nnd cut
hose that wero to go around tho fire-

place
¬

window spaces Strong
willing and well trulned hands hewed
nnd fitted tho logs together Alexan-
der

¬

Ferguson lined the fireplace with a
curious mortar made of clay fn which
jho mixed grass for a binder This mor-
tar

¬

he rolled Into layers called cats
each eight Inches long and three Inches
thick Then he laid them against the
logs and held them In placo with a
woven network of stocks Tho first
lire a slow one baked the clay Into
a rigid stone like sheath Inside the
logs nnd presently tho sticks were
burned nway The women had cooked
tho meats by nn open Are and spread
tho dinner on a table of rough boards
resting on poles set In crotches At
noon one of them sounded n conch
Ishell Then with shouts 61 Joy tho
men hurried to the fireside and for a
moment thero was n great spluttering

tho wnsh basins Before they
ate every man except Abo and Sam
son took a pull at the Jug long or
short to quote a phrase of the time

It was a cheerful company that sat
down upon the grass around the table
with loaded plates Their food had
Its extra seasoning of merry jests
loud laughter Sarah was n little

at the forthright directness
of their eating no knives or forks or
napkins being needed In that process
Saving eaten washed and packed
away their dishes the women went
homo at two Before they had gone
Snmsons cars caught a thunder of
horses feet in the distance Looking
In direction he saw a cloud of dust
in the road and a band of horsemen
riding toward them at full speed
came to him and said

I the boys from Clarys Grove
coming If they get mean let me

Ideal with era Its my responsibility
tc wouldnt wonder if they had some
of Offuts whisky with them

The boys arrived In a cloud of
dust and a chorus of Indian whoops
and dismounted und hobbled- - their
horses They came toward the work-
ers

¬

led by burly Jack a
stalwart hard faced blacksmith of
about twenty two with broad heavy
shoulders whose name gone Into
history They had been drinking some

no one of them was In the least
klegree his balance They scuffled
around the Jug for a moment In peri
feet good nature and then Abe
Mrs Waddell provided them with the
best remnants of the dinner They
were rather noisy Soon they went
up on the roof to help with the rafters
nnd the clapboardlng They worked
veil a few minutes and suddenly they

ti8migia

camo scrambling down for another
pull at he Jug They wore for n
spree nd Abu know It nnd know furth-
er

¬

that they bad reached the limit
01 discretion i

Boys there nro ladles here npd
wevo-- to be careful ho said
Loa stick to the job till four oclock

Then well knock off for refresh-
ments

¬

The young revelers gathered In n
group end began to whisper together
Samson writes that It became evident
then they were going to mako trouble
and says

We had left the children at nut
ledgos In tho enro of Ann I went to
Sarah nnd told her sho had better go
on and If they were all right

Dont you get In any fight sho
said which shows that tho1 women
knew what was In the air

Sarah led the way and the others
followed her

Those big brawny fellows from the
Grovo when they got merry wero look-
ing

¬

always for a chance to get mad
at some man and turn him Into a
plaything A chance had como to get
mad and they wero going to make the
most of It They began to growl with
resentment Some wero wigging their
leader Jack Armstrong to fight Abe
One of them ran to his horso and
brought a bottle from bis saddle Bag
It began passing from mouth to mouth
Jack Armstrong got tho bottle before
It was half emptied drained It nnd
flung It high In the air Another
called him a hog ond grappled
around tho waist nnd there was a des
perato struggle which ended quickly
Armstrong got a hold on tho neck of
his assailant nnd choked him until he
let go This was not enough for tho
sturdy bully of Clarys -- Grove He
seized his follower nnd flung him so
roughly on tho ground that tho latter
lay for a moment stunned Armstrong
hnd got his blood warm and was now
ready for action With a wild whoop
he threw off his cont unbuttoned his
right shirtsleeve and rolled It to tho
shoulder and declared In a loud voice
as ho swung his arm In the air that
he could out jump out hop out run
throw down drag out an lick any man
In New Salem

In a letter to his father Samson
writes

Abe was working at my elbow I

saw hlra drop his hammer and get up
and make for tho ladder I knew
something was going to happen and
I followed him In u mlnuto everyone
was off the roof and out of the build-
ing

¬

I guess they knew what was
IVInrt ronr1 nn1 n hnnon wnrmlnir J 0 Dig SIOOU Ultre
Kelso had answered - nUwlMlng and yelling like

and

over

and

shocked

Its

Abe

seo
are

Armstrong

has

but
off

and

out

got

see

him

injun 11 was a Dig arm ana inusciea
and corded up some but I guess If Id
shoved the calico off mine nnd held It
up hed a pulled down his sleeve I
didnt know just how good a man
Abe was and I was kind o scalrt for
a mlnuta I never found It so hard
work to do nothln as I did then Hon-
est

¬

my hands kind o ached I wanted
to go an cuff that fellers cars on
grab hold o him an toss him over the
ridge pole Abe went right up to him
an said

Jnck you aint half so bad or half
so cordy as ye think ye are You say
you can throw down any roan here
I reckon Ill have to show ye that
youre mistaken Ill rnssle with ye
Woro friends an we wont talk about
llcktn each other Loa have a friend-
ly

¬

rasslc 1

In a second tho two men were
locked together Armstrong had
lunged at Abe with a yell There wns
no friendship In the way he took hold
Ho was going to do nil the damage
he could In any wny he could Half
drunk Jack Is a ninn who would bite
your car off It was no rasslc It was
a fight Abe moved like lightning
Ho acted awful limber an well
greased In a second he had got hold
of the fellers neck with his big right
hand and hooked his left Into the cloth
on his hip In that way he held him
off nnd shook hlra as youve seen our
dog shake a woodchuck Abes blood
was hot If the whole crowd had
piled on him I guess he would have
come out all right for when hes
roused theres something In Abe more
than bones and muscles I suppose
Its what I feel when he speaks a
piece Its a kind of lightning I guess
Its what our minister used to call the
power of the spirit

A friend of the bully jumped In
and tried to trip Abe Harry Needles
stood beside me Before I could move
he dashed forward and hit that feller
In the middle of his forehead and
knocked him flat Harry had jilt Bap
McNoll the cock fighter I got up
next to the kettle then and took the
scum off It Fetched one of them
devils n slap with the side of my hand
that took the skin off his face and
rolled him over and over Vhen j
looked again Armstrong was going
limp His mouth was open and his
tongue out With one hnnd fastener
to his right leg and the other on the
nape of bis neck Abe lifted blm at
arms length and gave blm a toss in
the air Armstrong fell about ten
feet from where Abe stood nnd lay
there for a minute The fight was all
out of him and he was kind of dnred
and sick Aba stood up like a giant
and his face looked awful solemn

Boys If theres any more o you

that WsBjrojible you can hnvo sprae
off tfajfiisflVcc ho sntl

TriMfcjh7 their heads and tioijroe
otlicaiwiio a move or said a ward
Abe weifcrYo Armstrong nnif helped
him up i

Jack Im sorry that I had to hurt
youn hV Sald You get on to your
hdrseTSiflinihome

Abeiyouro a better marfthnn rae
said the bally as he offered Ms hand
trf Abe Ill do anything you say

So the Cliffys Grove gang was con ¬

quered They wore to make more
trouble buftiot again wero they to
Imperil th6 foundations of law and
ordorlnthVllUlo community of Netf
Salem Aafthey were starting away
Bnp McNoll turned to Harry Needles
and shouted t Ill git overt with you
yet youSslnb sldcd son of a dog

ThnPhTnot exactly what ho sold
but It Is near enough

CHAPTER V

In Which the Character of Blm Kelso
FlatheaOut In a Strange Adventure
That Begins the Weaving of a Long
Thread oft Romanceri
The shelrof tho cabin was finished

thnt uayIts puncheon floor was In
placo but Its upper floor was to be
laid when tho hoiirds were ready Its
two doors were yet to be made and
hung ltsflvo windows to bo fitted and
made fast Its walls to be chinked with
clay mortar Snmson and Harry
stayed that evening after tho rest
wero gone smoothing tho puncheon
floor They mndo a few nails at the
forge after supper nnd went over to
Abos store about nine Two of the
Clarys Grove gang who had tarried
In tho village snt In tho gloom of Its
little veranda apparently asleep Doc-
tor

¬

AllenJuck Kelso Alexander Fer-
guson nndtllnrtln Wnddell were sit ¬

ting by ItV fireside while Abo sat on
tho counter with his legs hanging Oft

Im sor we had to have trouble
Samson reVnnrkcd Its the only spot
on tho day Ill never forgot tho kind ¬

ness of tho people of Nqw Salem
The raising bee Is u most signifi ¬

cant thing- - snld Kelso Democracy
tends to Unlcrenl friendship each
works for the crowd and the crowd for

mSn X mmml
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When Hes Housea inere a some-
thing

¬

In Abe

each and there are no favorites Ev-

ery
¬

community Is like the thousand
friends of Thebes Most of Its units
stnud together forvthe common good
for justice law and honor Tho
schools nro spinning strands of de-

mocracy
¬

out of all this European wool
Railroads arc to pick them up aud
weavo them Into one great fabric By
aud by wo shall see the ten million
friends of America standing together
as did the- - thousand friends of
Thebes

Its n great thought said Abe
No man canestlmato the sire of

that mighty phalanx of friendship all
trained in ono school Kelso went on
Two yeurs ago tho Encyclopedia Brl--

tannlca figured that the population of
the United Stutes In 1003 would be
103000000 people and In 1000 072- -

000000 Wealth power science lit-

erature
¬

all follow In tho train of light
aud numbers Tho causes which moved
the sceptreof civilisation from the
Euphrates to western Europe will cur-
ry

¬

It from the Jatfcr to tho now world
They say that ejectrlclty and the

development of the steam engine are
going to mako all men think alike
said Abe If thats so democracy and
liberty wlllspread over the earth I

rcckpn we trrV near the greatest years
In history It Is n privilege to be
alive v

And young Doctor Allen added
Young 1 What a Gods blessed

thing Is thatl Kelso Abe
have ye learned TJio Cotters Saturday
Nlghf

Not yetjfirgB hfenvy bog to hold
bat I gerip on an ear and a

WfcM ktrand lift Jt out o the-- pe bt
fp long You eW

Dont iall to do that-- It will be a
help and Joy to ye
y

OJd Klrkham hard Raster
said Abel 1 hear hie bell ringing er--
cry time I get a minutes leisure Im
nigh through wlth hlea ow I wrM
to study flieterie

Ouly Schoolmasters study rhetoric
Kelso declared A real peet or a real
orator is bora with all the rketeril he
neede Rhetoric Is n steed for a light
load under the saddle but hes toe
wand blooded for the haraees He
Was for tho day of the plumed kalgtet

not for these times No man at
sehse would uso a prancing hone etf
a plow or a stone boat A good plow
horse Is a beautiful thing The pfr
of his muscles the power of hs stride
aro poetry to me but when he trie
to put da stylo he l ridiculous That
suggests what rhetoric Is apt to do to
Iti uritrnmed Intellect If youve
anything to say er write head straight
across tho field and keep your eye ea
the furrow

In the last diary of Samson Henry
Trnylor Is this entry

I went to Gettysburg with the Pres ¬

ident today and sat eear him when he
spoke Mr Everett addressed the
crowd for an hour or so As Kelso
would say Ho rode the prancing steed
of Rhetoric My old friend went
straight across the field AVhea he
finished the field plowed and har¬

rowed and fertilise by war had been
sowed for all time The springs work
was done and well done

At a quarter of ten tho doctor rose
and said

Were keeping Abo from his sleep
nnd wearing the night away with phi ¬

losophy Im going home
I enmo over to see If you could find

a man to help me tomorrow Semsoa
snld to Abe Harry Is going over to
do the chinking alone wnnt a man
to help mo on tho whlpsaw while I cut
some boards for tho upper flooring

Ill help you myself Abe proposed
I reckon Ill close the store tomor-

row unless Jack will tend It
You can count on me said Jack

Im short of sleep anyhow and ft day
of rest will do me good

Abe went with his friends to the
door beyond which tho two boys front
Clarys Grovo sot as If sound asleep
It Is probable however that they bad
heard what Samson had said to Abe

Next morning Abe nnd Samson set
out for the woods soon after daylight

I llko that boy Harry said Abe
I reckon hes got lood stuff In him

The way he landed on Bap McNoll
was a caution I like to see a feller

fcome right up io the scratch- - without
an Invitation just n the nick o time
as he did Thnt boy Is a likely young
colt strong and Umber and well put
together and broad between tho eyes

An gentle as a kitten Samson
added There never was a better
face on n boy or a better heart behind
It Wo llko him

Yes sir Hes n well topped young
tree straight and sound and good
timber Looks as If that little girl o
Jacks was terribly took up with blm
I dont wonder

What kind of a girl la she J Sam-
son

¬

asked
Awful shy since the arrow hit her

Sho dont know what it means yet
Shell get used to that I reckon Shoa
a good girl and smart as a steel trap

Harry Needles went whistling up
the road toward tho now bouse with
sickle hoe and trowel As he pasted
the Kelso cabin he whistled the tune
of Sweet Nightingale Jt had haunfed
his mind since he had heard It In the
woods He whistled as loudly as ever
ho confd and looked at the windows
Before he had passed Blms face
looked out at him with a smile and
her hand flickered back of the panea
and he waved bis to her His heart
beat fast as he hurtled along

Im not so very young be said to
himself I wish I hadnt put on these
old clothes Mrs Traylor Is en awful
nice woman but shoa determined to
muke me look like a plow horse I
dont --seo why sho couldnt let me
wear decent clothes

Enroll bad enjoyed mothering the
boy His health had returned His
cheeks were ruddy his dark eyes clear
and bright hts tall form erect and
sturdy

He Imd helped Alexander Ferguson
with the making of tho fireplace and
knew how to ml the mortar He
worked with a will for bts heart vaa
In the new home It was a floe Sep ¬

tember morning The far reaches of
the great grassy plain were dimmed
with hate It wa a vast flowery w
dernes8 waving nnd murmuring la the
breeze like an ocean How long those
acres sowp by the winds of heaven
had waited for tho plowman now ar¬

rived 1

Yon go way freta hers or
Ill kill you JaJM

CIO BK CONTINUED
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Vlnss to Be Rmmbrs
It Is always right Jhta mat abould

be able to render a reason tot the falU
that U In blm Sydwy akilti

WilNIStER DISCUSSES

tjIS WIFES TROUBLES

Kv A lit Sykee former pastor of
the Watklns Park Presbyterian efeurch
Nashville Tenn sayaj -

- After seeing1 whnt Taniac featf ae
eomplluhed In my wifes ca I a
convinced that it lsa raedteiMet
great power and oxtraordlBry laerK
X jdo not tWak have over 4 any- -
thing give such prompt results Mrs
Sykea had been In delicate health for
ten months suffering tresr stomach
trouble and aetvous brekkdWn

- I frequently Bought medical ad¬

vice but Taniac is the only thing that
gave her any relief After taking the
taedtcla only a ahrt time e was
able to alt ap and help with the house ¬

hold duties I think It only a short
time until her health will be fully re-
stored

¬

Taniac Is sold by leading druggists
everywhere Advertisement

f
Resist Thought ef llbisseV

Itefuso to be III Never tell people --

you are HI neverown ltto yourself
Illness Is one of those things Vfblch a
man should resist on principled the
onset Lytton

The charm of a bathroom Is Its spot
leesness By the use of Red Cross BalT
Blue all cloths and towels retain tbetr
whiteness until worn out 5c Adver
tisement

About All Summer Cottage Has
A Kentucky voman swallowed Ave

teaspoons That woman would put
tho average summer cottage complete ¬

ly out of business

Stop That Backache
Those aepnWag twiages that dell

throbbing backache Buy be wsjulas
of serious kidney weakness ferieus U

VI

look for other proof of kidney treable
it there are alzzy spells heaaseaej
tired feeling and disordered kidney
action get after th eaaae- - Use loansKidney PtlU the remedy that bu
helped thousands Satisfied users rec¬

ommend Doon Ak your neighlorl
A Missouri Case
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W II ft
J e 1 r son road
mood vine mo
says I had sains
that would shoot
up end down mr
back and then set ¬

tle a
throbbing--

acne tarougn
the small of my
back I became-- very duty at times

rand mr kldneriwere tirax and ir
regular in

Kidney Pills entirely cured
roe
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ovboutht load at attractive price Thur have
established tfcctr own home aad second acse
perky and iadepenmica In Use area stubmiring secdooc4tiMralmpcoTlaci 8mm
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FertrU Land at 16 M mfm
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Canada raised eras ia a siesta asasoa
worth more than the whole cost of Sub
UeaHUoTcumate good neighbors cbarSSl
Sonoma nvat uwoaoac eacaaem saarsaas
aad ahwpiaa facttttlaa The cHmite aad aaq
ccsr bdocajBenta for almost every broach ei
agrinilmra TheadTeaUgaafor -
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PD tKV4jN4aKa4MM
AiaalTeJrIcwAJWel
A IS ceat package rook one

Quart enough to kill a million
and contains a patent spout free
to get them In the hara-to-gt- -t

place Your Druggist baa it or
can rat it for you or aiallad era- -

jald tm receipt of nrlc by th 0WICHEMICAL WOUKS Terra Hauta IbC
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